
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



No. I.] REVIEWS. 179 

Macray, and "Extracts from the Gentleman's Magazine relating to 
Oxford, 1 731-1800 " by F. J. Haverfield. 

The Oxford Historical Society is to be congratulated upon the con- 
tinued success of its publications. We are glad to see that it has 
begun to turn its attention to the older civic records of Oxford. Re- 
search in the much-neglected field of English municipal history would 
be stimulated if similar societies were formed in other towns of Eng- 
land, for the purpose of printing some of the many important docu- 
ments which now lie mouldering in the borough archives and in other 

local repositories. ,-, „ 

r Charles Gross. 



Canadian Studies in Comparative Politics. By John George 
Bourinot, C.M.G., LL.D., D.C.L., Clerk of the House of Commons 
of Canada. Montreal, Dawson Brothers, 1890. — Large 4to, 92 pp. 

As the reader into whose hands comes this attractive quarto opens 
the broad pages and admires the wide margins, the first thing that 
strikes him is that his rights are disregarded by the total omission of an 
index. Here is a work which would make a respectable little octavo 
volume, without a guide to its text. The feeling of disappointment is 
enhanced on turning to the table of contents and finding but three 
chapter headings, all relating to Canadian institutions. The learned 
author has already written much on Canada. All students of the insti- 
tutions of that country are of course familiar with his Parliamentary 
Procedure, his Manual of Constitutional History, his Federal Govern- 
ment in Canada, and his paper on " The United States and Canada " ; 
and are looking forward with eagerness to his promised paper on " Par- 
liamentary Government in Canada." In the work under review new 
facts and riper deductions are naturally expected. As one turns the 
leaves, however, there is somehow an impression of vague familiarity. 
Especially in the second paper, "Comparison between the Political 
Systems of Canada and the United States," there is a wafted fragrance 
of an article by Mr. Bourinot on " Canada and the United States " in 
the Annals of the American Academy for July, 1890. A careful com- 
parison shows that practically the whole of the latter article, with many 
additions, is incorporated in the chapter under consideration. To such 
a practice there is no ethical objection, provided the transfer be indi- 
cated; but there is no preface or footnote to warn the student that 
the two are in effect the same. Certain printer's marks also suggest, 
what is nowhere stated, that the book is printed from the plates of the 
Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, in which doubtless the 
essay, or rather lecture, has found a third place of deposit. 
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The first of the three papers is on " The English Character of Cana- 
dian Institutions." The very title suggests a certain want of humor. 
What other institutions would be likely to be developed by Englishmen 
under the control of the English government? To be sure there is the 
French element ; and one of the most valuable parts of the work is the 
discussion of the reasons why that race has so little affected the develop- 
ment of government in Canada. Except as to Parliamentary responsi- 
bility and the civil service, however, Mr. Bourinot's summary of English 
institutions reproduced in Canada (pages 21-25) might equally well be 
applied to the United States. 

The second paper is in good part old straw, long since threshed out by 
Mr. Bourinot himself. It may be useful to Canadians who need infor- 
mation about the United States : it is certainly not suggestive to Amer- 
icans. In his own subject — Canadian government — Mr. Bourinot is 
an expert, and commands the respect due to an expert, however 
dogmatic, and however unwilling to allow that there are other experts 
in Canada. In respect to the institutions of the United States he is 
rather an observer than a student. He accepts, apparently without 
hesitation (pages 50, 57), Sir Henry Maine's wrong-headed notion that 
the Convention of 1787 built up their system of government around the 
English system of that time. Every student of the proceedings of the 
convention may see that the members had in mind state and Congres- 
sional institutions and hardly thought of England. If Mr. Bourinot sat as 
clerk under the Speaker at Washington, instead of at Ottawa, he would 
not say that " the Speaker cannot directly initiate or control legis- 
lation." His authorities are excellent, so far as they go ; still he shows 
little knowledge of the sources. Bryce, Cooley, von Hoist, Lalor's 
Cyclopaedia, are invaluable works, but a scientific comparison of the 
institutions of the two countries requires far wider reading and in liter- 
ature of a different kind. 

The third paper is on " Federal Government in Switzerland compared 
with that of Canada." Here Mr. Bourinot's lack of acquaintance with 
the country and the literature is very apparent. He devotes several pages 
to a restatement of constitutional provisions, and refers to some valu- 
able articles in periodicals ; but he does not mention Adams and 
Cunningham's excellent book, unless he means that work when he 
speaks of " Adams' Swiss Constitution " ; he barely refers to Moses, 
just mentions Orelli and Bluntschli, and evidently has never seen Dubs. 
It is as if one should write on Canadian Federation without reading 
Bourinot's books. Mr. Bourinot is like the well-known gentleman who 
" knew Latin in Scotch, but not in English " ; be knows federal gov- 
ernment in Canada, but not in general. 

Albert Bushnell Hart. 



